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• Marketing, advertising, public relations, and sales – 49%

• Professional sports facilities – 22%

• Beach renourishment – 4%

• Convention, civic centers or 
performing arts facilities – 22%

• Welcome centers - 1%

• Zoological parks – 1%

• Arts and culture – 4%

• Grants – 2%

• Film office – <1%

• Other – 2%

Based on a survey conducted by Destinations Florida in December 2015 with 80% of Tourist Development Taxes reported.
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Tourist Development Taxes 
Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes 

 
Summary: 
Section 125.0104, F.S., authorizes five separate tourist development taxes that county governments may levy. 
Depending on a county’s eligibility to levy, the tax rate applied to transient rental transactions varies from a 
minimum of 3 percent to a maximum of 6 percent. The levies are by vote of the county’s governing body or 
referendum approval. The tax proceeds are used generally for capital construction of tourist-related facilities, 
tourist promotion, and beach and shoreline maintenance; however, the authorized uses vary according to the 
particular levy. During the 2023-24 state fiscal year, the 62 counties levying a tourist development tax will 
realize an estimated $1.81 billion in revenue. The 33 counties not currently levying all possible tourist 
development taxes will allow an estimated $112 million to go unrealized. 
 
General Law Amendments: 
Chapter 2023-157, L.O.F., (HB 7063) requires that any ordinance enacted to levy any of the tourist 
development taxes must be approved in a referendum held at a general election. Additionally, the legislation 
requires that the reenactment or increase of a currently levied tourist development tax must appear on the ballot 
in a general election within the 48 months preceding the effective date of the reenacted or increased tax, and 
the referendum may only appear on the ballot once during that 48-month period. Furthermore, the legislation 
amends s. 125.0104(5)(c), F.S., related to authorized uses of the revenue to increase the population threshold 
from 225,000 to 275,000 to allow the continued uses of funds for public safety purposes by select counties 
(i.e., Bay, Okaloosa, and Walton). Also, it allows this use of funds by fiscally constrained counties as described 
in s. 218.67(1), F.S., that border the Gulf of Mexico or Atlantic Ocean. These changes became effective on 
July 1, 2023. 
 
On April 7, 2023, the Revenue Estimating Conference reviewed the proposed change to local referenda and 
adopted a zero cash/zero recurring fiscal impact.1 The Conference concluded that this change does not increase 
or decrease local revenues; it only shifts the timing of revenues collected from local levies that may be 
approved by voters in the future. 
 
Authorization to Levy: 
Any county may levy and impose a tourist development tax within its boundaries, except there is no additional 
levy of a tourist development tax in those municipalities levying the Municipal Resort Tax as authorized in ch. 
67-930, L.O.F. Additionally, no county authorized to levy any of the convention development taxes is 
authorized to levy more than 2 percent of tourist development tax;2 however, this restriction does not apply to a 
county’s levy of the Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax3 and Duval County’s levy of the Additional 
Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax.4 A county may elect to levy a tourist development tax in a 
subcounty special district, and if it does, the district must embrace all or a significant contiguous portion of the 
county. The county must also assist the Department of Revenue (DOR) in identifying those rental units within 
the district that are subject to the tax. 
 

                                                           
1.  http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/conferences/revenueimpact/archives/2023/_pdf/page387-390.pdf 
2.  Section 125.0104(3)(b), F.S. 
3.  Section 125.0104(3)(l)4., F.S. 
4.  Section 125.0104(3)(n)2., F.S. 
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These levies require the adoption of an authorizing ordinance by vote of the county’s governing body and 
referendum approval. Depending on the particular tax levy, the effective date of the levy and imposition of the 
tax is the first day on the second month following approval of the ordinance by referendum, as prescribed in s. 
125.0104(6), F.S., or the first day of any subsequent month specified in the ordinance. At least 60 days before 
the enactment or renewal of the ordinance levying the tax, the county’s governing body must adopt a resolution 
establishing and appointing the members of the county tourist development council and indicating the county’s 
intention to consider the enactment or renewal of an ordinance levying and imposing the tax. 
 
The tourist development council, prior the enactment of the ordinance, must prepare and submit to the county’s 
governing body for its approval a plan for tourist development.5 These provisions regarding the establishment 
of a county tourist development council and the submission of a tourist development plan apply only to the 1 or 
2 percent tax pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(c), F.S., since the other levies are exempted from these requirements. 
The plan sets forth the anticipated net tax revenue to be derived by the county for two years following the tax 
levy as well as indicate the tax district in which the tourist development tax is proposed. In addition, the plan 
provides a list, in order of priority, of the proposed uses of the tax revenue by specific project or use as well as 
the approximate cost or expense allocation for each specific project or use. The governing body adopts the 
county plan for tourist development as part of the ordinance levying the tax. 
 
An ordinance enacted or renewed by a county levying a tourist development tax may not take effect until the 
ordinance levying and imposing the tax has been approved in a referendum held at a general election, as 
defined in s. 97.021, F.S., by a majority of the electors voting in the election.6 Furthermore, a referendum to 
reenact an expiring tourist development tax must be held at a general election occurring within the 48-month 
period immediately preceding the reenacted tax’s effective date, and the referendum may appear on the ballot 
only once with that 48-month period. 
 
Administrative Procedures: 
It is the Legislature’s intent that every person who rents, leases, or lets for consideration any living quarters or 
accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort motel, apartment, apartment motel, roominghouse, 
mobile home park, recreational vehicle park, condominium or timeshare resort for a term of six months or less 
is exercising a taxable privilege, unless such person rents, leases, or lets for consideration any living quarters or 
accommodations that are exempt according to the provisions of ch. 212, F.S. The tax is charged by the person 
receiving the consideration for rent or lease at the time of payment, and this person is responsible for receiving, 
accounting for, and remitting any applicable tax to the DOR. The DOR keeps records showing the amount of 
taxes collected, including records disclosing the amount of taxes collected from each county in which a tax is 
levied and promulgates rules and publishes forms as necessary to enforce these taxes.7 
 
A county may exempt itself from the requirements that the tax be administered by the DOR, if the county 
adopts an ordinance providing for local collection and administration. A portion of the tax collections may be 
retained by the county for its administrative costs; however, that portion cannot exceed 3 percent of collections. 
A county electing to locally administer the tax adopts an ordinance electing either to assume all responsibility 
for auditing the records and accounts of dealers and assessing, collecting, and enforcing payments of 
delinquent taxes or delegating such authority to the DOR.8 
                                                           
5.  Section 125.0104(4), F.S. 
6.  Section 125.0104(6), F.S. 
7.  Section 125.0104(3), F.S. 
8.  Section 125.0104(10), F.S. 
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Reporting Requirements: 
For each levy, the county is responsible for furnishing the DOR with a certified copy of the ordinance within 
10 days after its approval. If applicable, the county also notifies the DOR within 10 days after the ordinance’s 
approval by referendum of the time period during which the tax will be levied.9 
 
Distribution of Proceeds: 
Tax collections received by the DOR, less the costs of administration, are paid monthly to the county, which 
imposed the particular tax or taxes. The funds are placed in the county tourist development trust fund of the 
respective county, which is established by each county as a pre-condition to the receipt of such funds.10 
 
Automatic Expiration on Retirement of Bonds: 
If the plan for tourist development approved by the county’s governing body, as amended pursuant to s. 
125.0104(4)(d), F.S., includes the acquisition, construction, extension, enlargement, remodeling, repair, or 
improvement of a publicly owned and operated convention center, sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, or 
auditorium, or museum or aquarium that is publicly owned or operated or owned and operated by a not-for-
profit organization, the county ordinance levying and imposing the tax automatically expires upon the later of 
either of the following. 
 

1. The retirement of all bonds issued by the county for financing the acquisition, construction, extension, 
enlargement, remodeling, repair, or improvement of a publicly owned and operated convention center, 
sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, or auditorium, or museum or aquarium that is publicly owned 
and operated or owned and operated by a not-for-profit organization. 

2. The expiration of any agreement by the county for the operation and maintenance, or both, of a 
publicly owned and operated convention center, sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, auditorium, 
aquarium, or museum. However, this does not preclude that county from amending the ordinance 
extending the tax to the extent that the county board determines it necessary to provide funds to 
operate, maintain, repair, or renew and replace a publicly owned and operated convention center, 
sports stadium, sports arena, coliseum, auditorium, aquarium, or museum or from enacting an 
ordinance that takes effect without referendum approval, unless the original referendum required 
ordinance expiration, pursuant to the provisions re-imposing a tourist development tax, upon or 
following the expiration of the previous ordinance.11 

 
Attorney General Opinions: 
Florida’s Attorney General has issued the following legal opinions relevant to this revenue source. 
 

Opinion # Subject 
2021-02 Tourist development tax use for design, engineering 
2020-02 Tourist development tax – tourist industry reps 
2019-13 Tourist development tax – for-profit museum 
2019-02 Tourist development tax – nature center – road shoulder 
2017-06 Funding transit system with tourist development tax 
2016-18 Tourist development tax expenditures 
2015-14 Tourist development tax – nature centers 

                                                           
9.  Section 125.0104(4)(a), F.S. 
10.  Section 125.0104(3)(i), F.S. 
11.  Section 125.0104(7), F.S. 
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2014-02 Counties – tourist development tax - taxation 
2013-29 Tourist development tax, tourism 
2012-38 Tourist development tax, uses 
2010-26 Tourist development tax, subcounty special district 
2010-09 Tourist development tax, used to stock lakes with fish 
2008-26 Local option tourist development, convention centers 
2002-34 Tourist development tax, taxability of boat slips 
2001-42 Tourist development tax, purchase of beach property 
2000-56 Use of tourist development tax to pay debt service 
2000-50 Tourist development tax, welcome signs 
2000-29 Tourist development tax, transfer of revenues 
2000-25 Tourist development tax revenues 
2000-15 Tourist development tax, use of tax for museum parking lot 
98-74  Tourist development tax, construction of war memorial 
97-64  Tourist development tax, convention development tax 
97-48  Tourist development tax revenues for artificial reef 
97-13  Tourist development tax, foreign national’s residence 
96-54  Tourist development tax funds for raceway facility 
96-26  Tourist development tax, creation of second district 
95-71  Tourist development tax, infrastructure surtax 
94-12  County use of tourist development tax revenues for rail trail 
92-66  Tourist development tax revenues, purchase of all terrain vehicles 
92-34  Use of tourist development tax revenue 
92-16  Tourist development tax – Concert in the Park 
92-03  Clerk of Court’s authority regarding tourist development tax 
91-62  Tourist development tax revenues 
90-83  Immunity from suit, county tourist development councils 
90-59  Tourist development tax, hydrilla and weed control 
90-55  Tourist development tax, beach facilities 
90-14  Revenues derived from tourist development tax 
89-50  Tourist tax revenues used for travel expenses 
88-49  Use of tourist development tax 
88-37  Local option tourist development tax 
87-16  Use of tourist tax to improve shoreline 
86-96  Authority to increase tourist development tax 
86-87  Funds used for advertising 
86-68  Use of tourist development tax to maintain beaches 
83-18  Use of tourist tax for convention center 
79-30  Tourist development tax, usage 
77-81  Counties, tourist development tax 

 
The full texts of these opinions are available via a searchable on-line database.12 Local government officials 
seeking more clarification should review the opinions in their entirety. The reader should keep the date of the 

                                                           
12.  https://www.myfloridalegal.com/ag-opinions 

http://myfloridalegal.com/ago.nsf/Opinions
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Documents/flHistorySalesTaxRates.pdf
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opinion in mind when reviewing its relevance to current law or any interpretations that have been articulated in 
Florida case law. 
 
Tax Rates, Taxable Sales, and Estimates of Realized and Unrealized Revenues: 
Optional tourist taxes can be a valuable revenue source for tourist facilities development and promotion, and 
the tables that follow are designed to aid counties in estimating how much revenue will be or could be 
generated from a tourist tax levy. Although these tables are useful in estimating revenues, the user should 
recognize their limitations. Besides seasonal factors and normal variations due to general economic conditions, 
county tourist tax revenues can be influenced by a variety of factors such as the value of the dollar, temporary 
surpluses or shortages in the stock of hotel and motel rooms, and the availability of convention facilities. 
 
The first table to follow provides a historical summary of tourist and convention development tax impositions, 
expirations, rate changes, and repeals based on information obtained from the DOR.13 The second table 
contains estimates of taxable sales reported by transient rental facilities on a county-by-county basis for the 
state fiscal year ending 2024. In order to calculate a revenue estimate using this table, take the county’s 
estimate of taxable sales reported by transient rental facilities and multiply it by the county’s applicable or 
proposed tax rate (i.e., 0.01, 0.02, or 0.03, etc.). The third table summarizes the counties eligible to levy the 
various local option tourist taxes and shows the applicable 2024 tax rates. The fourth table provides 
countywide estimates of realized and unrealized revenues during the state fiscal year ending 2024. 
 
Additional Detail: 
Additional information regarding each of the five individual authorizations to levy can be found in the sections 
immediately following the three tables previously discussed. Additional tourist development tax data can be 
found on the EDR’s website.14 
 

                                                           
13.  Florida Department of Revenue, History of Local Sales Tax and Current Rates (Last Updated: August 1, 2023) found at 
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Documents/flHistorySalesTaxRates.pdf  
14.  http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/data/data-a-to-z/index.cfm 

http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/local-government/data/data-a-to-z/index.cfm
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County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date
1 or 2 Percent Tax - s. 125.0104(3)(c), F.S.
Alachua Imposed Levy 2% Jun. 1, 1987 -
Baker Imposed Levy 2% May 1, 2000 -
Bay (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 2% Mar. 1, 1986 -
Bradford Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1990 -
Brevard Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1986 -
Broward Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1980 -
Charlotte Imposed Levy 2% Apr. 1, 1984 -
Citrus Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1986 -
Clay Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1989 -
Collier Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1990 Nov. 14, 1991
Collier Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1993 -
Columbia Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1984 -
DeSoto Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2011 -
Dixie Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2011 -
Duval Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1979 -
Escambia Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1980 -
Flagler Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1986 -
Franklin Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2005 -
Gadsden Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2003 -
Gilchrist Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2007 -
Glades Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2009 -
Gulf Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1999 -
Hamilton Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1996 -
Hardee Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2017 -
Hendry Imposed Levy 2% Feb. 1, 2003 -
Hernando Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1993 -
Highlands Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2003 -
Hillsborough Imposed Levy 2% Oct. 1, 1978 -
Holmes Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2005 -
Indian River Imposed Levy 2% Apr. 1, 1987 -
Jackson Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1999 -
Jefferson Imposed Levy 2% Feb. 1, 2007 -
Lafayette Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 1, 1991 Aug. 31, 2006
Lake Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1984 -
Lee Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1982 -
Leon Imposed Levy 2% May 1, 1988 -
Levy Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2003 -
Madison Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1999 -
Manatee Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1981 -
Marion Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2005 -
Martin Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 2002 -
Miami-Dade (select cities exempt) Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1978 -
Monroe (Key West) Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1981 Mar. 31, 1984
Monroe (countywide) Imposed Levy 2% Apr. 1, 1984 -
Nassau (Amelia Island) Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1989 -
Okaloosa Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1989 -
Okeechobee Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1993 -
Orange Imposed Levy 2% May 1, 1978 -
Osceola Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1977 -
Palm Beach Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1982 Dec. 31, 1983
Palm Beach Increased Rate 2% Jan. 1, 1984 -
Pasco Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1991 -
Pinellas Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1978 -
Polk Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1986 -
Putnam Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1993 -
St. Johns Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1986 -
St. Lucie Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1984 -

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###
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County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###

Santa Rosa Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1992 -
Sarasota Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1988 -
Seminole Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1989 -
Sumter Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2005 Sep. 30, 2020
Suwannee Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 1991 -
Taylor Imposed Levy 2% Dec. 1, 1998 -
Volusia Imposed Levy 2% May 1, 1978 -
Wakulla Imposed Levy 2% Apr. 1, 1995 -
Walton (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 2% Oct. 1, 1986 -
Walton (remainder of county) Imposed Levy 2% Mar. 1, 2021 -
Washington Imposed Levy 2% Jan. 1, 2001 -
Additional 1 Percent Tax - s. 125.0104(3)(d), F.S.
Alachua Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1993 -
Baker Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2012 -
Bay (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1997 -
Bradford Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2007 -
Brevard Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 1989 -
Broward Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 1987 -
Charlotte Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1993 -
Citrus Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2002 -
Clay Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 1999 -
Collier Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 1990 Nov. 14, 1991
Collier Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1996 -
Columbia Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 1991 Jul. 31, 1994
Columbia Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2010 -
DeSoto Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2015 -
Dixie Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2017 -
Escambia Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 1988 -
Flagler Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2004 -
Franklin Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2021 -
Gilchrist Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2020 -
Gulf Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2002 -
Hamilton Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2002 -
Hendry Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2007 -
Hernando Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 1998 -
Highlands Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2018 -
Hillsborough Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1986 -
Holmes Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2018 -
Indian River Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 30, 1993 -
Jackson Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2004 -
Jefferson Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2017 -
Lake Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2003 -
Lee Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 1988 -
Leon Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1994 -
Levy Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2020 -
Madison Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2002 -
Manatee Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1986 -
Marion Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2015 -
Martin Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2008 -
Monroe (Key West) Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 1986 Jun. 30, 1987
Monroe (countywide) Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1987 -
Nassau (Amelia Island) Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2008 -
Okaloosa Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1999 -
Okeechobee Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 1996 -
Orange Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 1986 -
Osceola Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1986 -
Palm Beach Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1989 -
Pasco Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2017 -
Pinellas Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1988 -
Polk Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1990 -
Putnam Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2008 -
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County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###

St. Johns Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1992 -
St. Lucie Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1988 -
Santa Rosa Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1996 -
Sarasota Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 1997 -
Seminole Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1993 -
Suwannee Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2011 -
Taylor Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2006 -
Wakulla Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2011 -
Walton (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1999 -
Washington Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2006 -
Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax - s. 125.0104(3)(l), F.S.
Alachua Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2010 -
Bay (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2009 -
Bradford Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2007 -
Brevard Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 1994 -
Broward Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1996 -
Charlotte Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2005 -
Citrus Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2017 -
Clay Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2017 -
Collier Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2005 -
Columbia Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2013 -
Duval Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1994 -
Escambia Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 1996 Apr. 30, 1999
Escambia Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2000 -
Flagler Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2010 -
Gulf Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2007 -
Hernando Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2014 -
Highlands Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2018 -
Hillsborough Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 1990 -
Indian River Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2001 -
Jackson Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2004 -
Lake Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2003 -
Lee Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2006 -
Leon Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2004 -
Levy Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2020 -
Madison Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2022 -
Manatee Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2003 -
Marion Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2015 -
Martin Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2008 -
Miami-Dade (select cities exempt) Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1991 -
Nassau (Amelia Island) Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2010 -
Okaloosa (TDT district) Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1999 -
Okaloosa (Expansion district) Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2022 -
Orange Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 1995 -
Osceola Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 1, 1997 -
Palm Beach Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1994 -
Pasco Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2017 -
Pinellas Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 1996 -
Polk Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 1994 -
Putnam Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2008 -
St. Johns Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2010 -
St. Lucie Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 1997 Dec. 31, 2002
St. Lucie Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2003 -
Santa Rosa Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2006 -
Sarasota Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2007 -
Seminole Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2009 -
Taylor Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 1, 2016 -
Volusia Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2003 -
Wakulla Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2012 -
Walton (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2004 -
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County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###

High Tourism Impact Tax - s. 125.0104(3)(m), F.S.
Broward Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2018 -
Hillsborough Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2019 -
Monroe Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2009 -
Okaloosa (TDT district) Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2023 -
Orange Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1989 -
Osceola Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1990 -
Palm Beach Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2015 -
Pinellas Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2016 -
Sarasota Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2022 -
Walton (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2020 -
Additional Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax - s. 125.0104(3)(n), F.S.
Alachua Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2010 -
Bay (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2009 -
Brevard Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2005 -
Broward Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 1996 -
Charlotte Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2007 -
Citrus Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2017 -
Clay Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2017 -
Collier Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 1, 2017 -
Columbia Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2015 -
Duval Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 1994 -
Escambia Imposed Levy 1% Apr. 1, 2021 -
Flagler Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2017 -
Gulf Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2015 -
Hernando Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2014 -
Highlands Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2023 -
Hillsborough Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 1994 -
Jackson Imposed Levy 1% Aug. 1, 2023 -
Lee Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2006 -
Leon Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 2009 -
Madison Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2022 -
Manatee Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2009 -
Martin Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2015 -
Nassau (Amelia Island) Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2018 -
Okaloosa (TDT district) Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2008 -
Okaloosa (Expansion district) Imposed Levy 1% Jan. 1, 2023 -
Orange Imposed Levy 1% Sep. 1, 2006 -
Osceola Imposed Levy 1% Jul. 1, 2004 -
Palm Beach Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2006 -
Pasco Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2022 -
Pinellas Imposed Levy 1% Dec. 1, 2005 -
Polk Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2004 -
St. Johns Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 2021 -
St. Lucie Imposed Levy 1% Mar. 1, 2003 -
Santa Rosa Imposed Levy 1% Jun. 1, 2014 -
Sarasota Imposed Levy 0.5% May 1, 2010 Apr. 30, 2011
Sarasota Increased Rate 1% May 1, 2011 -
Seminole Imposed Levy 1% Feb. 1, 2009 -
Taylor Imposed Levy 1% Nov. 1, 2016 -
Walton (select zip codes) Imposed Levy 0.5% Oct. 1, 2009 Sep. 30, 2014
Tourist Impact Tax - s. 125.0108, F.S.
Monroe Imposed Levy 1% May 1, 1988 -
Consolidated County Convention Development Tax - s. 212.0305(4)(a), F.S.
Duval Imposed Levy 2% Nov. 1, 1984 -
Charter County Convention Development Tax - s. 212.0305(4)(b), F.S.
Miami-Dade (select cities exempt) Imposed Levy 3% May 1, 1984 -
Special District Convention Development Tax - s. 212.0305(4)(c), F.S.
Volusia (portion) Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1984 Aug. 31, 1991
Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 2% Sep. 1, 1991 Sep. 30, 1995
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County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###

Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 3% Oct. 1, 1995 -
Note: This levy is imposed within the jurisdiction of the Halifax Area Advertising Authority.
Special Convention Development Tax - s. 212.0305(4)(d), F.S.
Volusia (portion) Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1987 Mar. 31, 1992
Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 2% Apr. 1, 1992 Sep. 30, 2000
Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 3% Oct. 1, 2000 -
Note: This levy is imposed within the jurisdiction of the Southeast Volusia Advertising Authority.
Subcounty Convention Development Tax - s. 212.0305(4)(e), F.S.
Volusia (portion) Imposed Levy 1% Oct. 1, 1984 Aug. 31, 1991
Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 2% Sep. 1, 1991 Sep. 30, 1995
Volusia (portion) Increased Rate 3% Oct. 1, 1995 -
Note: This levy is imposed within the jurisdiction of the West Volusia Advertising Authority.
Local Administration of Tourist Taxes
County Effective Date Termination Date
Alachua Jul. 1, 2001
Baker May 1, 2000
Bay Jan. 1, 1994
Brevard Oct. 1, 1992
Broward Mar. 1, 1994
Charlotte Sep. 1, 1990
Citrus Sep. 1, 1991 Dec. 31, 2005
Clay Jan. 1, 1989
Collier Jan. 1, 1993
Duval Dec. 1, 1990
Escambia Jun. 1, 1989
Flagler Jul. 1, 2018
Gulf Jun. 1, 2001
Hernando Jan. 1, 1993
Highlands Jan. 1, 2014 Mar. 31, 2018
Hillsborough Jan. 1, 1992
Indian River Oct. 1, 2000
Lake Nov. 1, 1998
Lee May 1, 1988
Leon Oct. 1, 1994
Manatee Oct. 1, 1989
Marion Apr. 1, 2008
Martin Nov. 1, 2002
Miami-Dade Apr. 1, 1988
Monroe (Tourist Development Taxes) Jan. 1, 1991
Monroe (Tourist Impact Tax) Jan. 1, 1996
Nassau May 1, 1989
Okaloosa Jul. 1, 1992 Feb. 28, 2017
Okaloosa (TDT district) Jan. 1, 2022
Okaloosa (Expansion district) Mar. 1, 2022
Orange Jan. 1, 1992
Osceola May 1, 1992
Palm Beach Jan. 1, 1993
Pasco Oct. 1, 2019
Pinellas Oct. 1, 1990
Polk Jan. 1, 1994
Putnam Apr. 1, 1999
St. Johns Aug. 1, 1988
St. Lucie May 1, 1991
Santa Rosa May 1, 1994
Sarasota Jun. 1, 1992
Seminole Sep. 1, 1993
Suwannee Nov. 1, 2001
Taylor Jul. 1, 2006
Volusia (Tourist Development Taxes) Apr. 1, 1990
Volusia (Convention Development Tax) Apr. 1, 1990
Wakulla Dec. 1, 1996 Sep. 30, 2009



Office of Economic and Demographic Research

 2023 Local Government Financial Information Handbook Page 253

County Action Rate Effective Date Expiration Date

Summary of Impositions, Expirations, and Rate Changes
History of Local Option Tourist Tax Levies

###  Active Levies, as of August 1, 2023, Are Noted in Bold Italics.  ###

Walton (select zip codes) Oct. 1, 1991

Note:  The Miami-Dade municipalities of Bal Harbour and Surfside impose a 4% Municipal Resort Tax and are exempt from the county's 
levies of the Tourist Development Tax and Convention Development Tax.  The municipality of Miami Beach imposes a 4% Municipal Resort 
Tax and is exempt from the county's Tourist Development Tax levy, but is not exempt from the county's Convention Development Tax levy.

Data Source:  Based on the current rates reported in Florida Department of Revenue's "History of Local Sales Tax and Current Rates" (Last 
Updated: August 1, 2023) available at https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Documents/flHistorySalesTaxRates.pdf.
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State Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024
County Estimate
Alachua 176,684,785$                                      
Baker 8,420,276$                                          
Bay 1,018,963,601$                                  
Bradford 5,129,070$                                          
Brevard 503,404,829$                                      
Broward 2,360,051,223$                                  
Calhoun 249,717$                                             
Charlotte 176,347,926$                                      
Citrus 68,100,451$                                        
Clay 34,719,574$                                        
Collier 1,105,219,565$                                  
Columbia 42,632,881$                                        
DeSoto 4,406,481$                                          
Dixie 4,994,657$                                          
Duval 595,776,312$                                      
Escambia 508,163,649$                                      
Flagler 107,580,048$                                      
Franklin 125,734,227$                                      
Gadsden 9,960,674$                                          
Gilchrist 5,673,813$                                          
Glades 1,462,466$                                          
Gulf 115,864,093$                                      
Hamilton 2,086,710$                                          
Hardee 4,027,143$                                          
Hendry 17,356,161$                                        
Hernando 52,841,961$                                        
Highlands 42,054,520$                                        
Hillsborough 1,105,881,397$                                  
Holmes 5,301,505$                                          
Indian River 126,968,860$                                      
Jackson 15,988,925$                                        
Jefferson 3,382,985$                                          
Lafayette 2,727,364$                                          
Lake 124,369,861$                                      
Lee 1,353,192,075$                                  
Leon 173,753,628$                                      
Levy 21,289,688$                                        
Liberty 262,010$                                             
Madison 5,836,902$                                          
Manatee 701,002,102$                                      
Marion 147,101,234$                                      
Martin 125,085,163$                                      
Miami-Dade 5,136,544,853$                                  
Monroe 2,208,877,873$                                  
Nassau 206,548,643$                                      
Okaloosa 967,103,024$                                      
Okeechobee 17,613,662$                                        
Orange 6,231,489,630$                                  
Osceola 1,584,424,615$                                  
Palm Beach 1,495,092,459$                                  
Pasco 137,599,574$                                      
Pinellas 1,770,613,788$                                  
Polk 496,915,104$                                      
Putnam 23,515,731$                                        
St. Johns 581,554,209$                                      
St. Lucie 171,475,655$                                      
Santa Rosa 168,986,339$                                      
Sarasota 878,723,415$                                      
Seminole 140,001,748$                                      
Sumter 73,622,851$                                        
Suwannee 14,504,895$                                        
Taylor 15,119,625$                                        
Union 225,681$                                             
Volusia 622,006,781$                                      
Wakulla 8,843,526$                                          
Walton 1,545,191,700$                                  
Washington 4,857,332$                                          
Statewide Total 35,511,503,225$                                

Estimates of Taxable Sales Reported by 
Transient Rental Facilities
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s. 125.0104(3), F.S. s. 212.0305(4), F.S.
Special District,

Professional High Professional Special, &
Sports Tourism Sports County Charter County Subcounty

Original Additional Franchise Impact Franchise Convention Convention Convention Maximum
Tax Tax Facility Tax Tax Facility Tax Tax Tax Tax Potential Current Unutilized

County (1 or 2%) (1%) (up to 1%) (1%) (up to 1%) (2%) (3%) (up to 3%) Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Rate

Alachua * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Baker * 2 1 5 3 2
Bay * 2 1 1 1 6 5 1
Bradford 2 1 1 5 4 1
Brevard * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Broward * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Calhoun 4 0 4
Charlotte * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Citrus 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Clay * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Collier * 2 1 1 1 6 5 1
Columbia 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
DeSoto 2 1 5 3 2
Dixie 2 1 5 3 2
Duval * 2 1 1 2 6 6 0
Escambia * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Flagler * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Franklin 2 1 5 3 2
Gadsden 2 5 2 3
Gilchrist 2 1 5 3 2
Glades 2 5 2 3
Gulf * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Hamilton 2 1 5 3 2
Hardee 2 5 2 3
Hendry 2 1 5 3 2
Hernando * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Highlands 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Hillsborough * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Holmes 2 1 5 3 2
Indian River * 2 1 1 5 4 1
Jackson 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Jefferson 2 1 5 3 2
Lafayette 4 0 4
Lake * 2 1 1 5 4 1
Lee * 2 1 1 1 6 5 1
Leon * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Levy 2 1 1 5 4 1
Liberty 4 0 4
Madison 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Manatee * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Marion * 2 1 1 5 4 1
Martin * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Miami-Dade * 2 1 3 6 6 0 2 1
Monroe * 2 1 1 1 7 5 2
Nassau * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Okaloosa * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Okeechobee 2 1 5 3 2
Orange * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Osceola * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Palm Beach * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Pasco * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0

s. 212.0306, F.S.

2024 Local Option Tourist / Food and Beverage / Tax Rates in Florida's Counties

Food and
Beverages

Local Option
Local Option Taxes on Transient Rental Transactions

Food and Beverage Taxes
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Additional
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s. 125.0108, F.S.
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s. 125.0104(3), F.S. s. 212.0305(4), F.S.
Special District,

Professional High Professional Special, &
Sports Tourism Sports County Charter County Subcounty

Original Additional Franchise Impact Franchise Convention Convention Convention Maximum
Tax Tax Facility Tax Tax Facility Tax Tax Tax Tax Potential Current Unutilized

County (1 or 2%) (1%) (up to 1%) (1%) (up to 1%) (2%) (3%) (up to 3%) Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Rate

s. 212.0306, F.S.

2024 Local Option Tourist / Food and Beverage / Tax Rates in Florida's Counties

Food and
Beverages

Local Option
Local Option Taxes on Transient Rental Transactions

Food and Beverage Taxes

Food and

Convention Development TaxesTourist Development Taxes

Additional

Tax
s. 125.0108, F.S.

(1%)

Beverages in
Consolidated

Impact

Establishments
(1%)

Hotels and in Other
Motels
(2%)

Tourist

Pinellas * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Polk * 2 1 1 1 6 5 1
Putnam * 2 1 1 5 4 1
St. Johns * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
St. Lucie * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Santa Rosa * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Sarasota * 2 1 1 1 1 6 6 0
Seminole * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Sumter 4 0 4
Suwannee * 2 1 5 3 2
Taylor * 2 1 1 1 5 5 0
Union 4 0 4
Volusia * 2 1 3 6 6 0
Wakulla 2 1 1 5 4 1
Walton * 2 1 1 1 6 5 1
Washington 2 1 5 3 2

 # Eligible to Levy: 67 59 67 14 65 1 1 1 1 67 1 1

 # Levying: 62 56 46 10 36 1 1 1 1 62 1 1

Data Source:  Based on the current rates reported in Florida Department of Revenue's "History of Local Sales Tax and Current Rates" (Last Updated: August 1, 2023) available at https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/Documents/flHistorySalesTaxRates.pdf.

2)  Pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(d), F.S., no county can levy the Additional Tax unless the county has imposed the Original Tax [i.e., s. 125.0104(3)(c), F.S.] for a minimum of three years prior to the effective date of the levy and imposition of the Additional Tax.

3)  Pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(b), F.S., no county authorized to levy a convention development tax pursuant to s. 212.0305, F.S., (i.e., Duval, Miami-Dade, and Volusia) is allowed to levy more than 2% of tourist development taxes.  However, pursuant to  s. 
125.0104(3)(l), F.S., this prohibition does not apply to the levy of the Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax.  In addition, this prohibition does not apply in a county authorized to levy the Consolidated County Convention Development Tax if such county also 
levies the Additional Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax, pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(n), F.S.  This exemption is applicable only to Duval County.

4)  Pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(n), F.S., only a county that has levied the Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax [i.e., s. 125.0104(3)(l), F.S.] is eligible to levy the Additional Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax.  Consequently, the levy of the Professional 
Sports Franchise Facility Tax must occur prior to the levy of the Additional Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax.

5)  The county-wide tourist development tax rate for Miami-Dade County is 3% except within the municipal jurisdictions of Bal Harbour, Miami Beach, and Surfside, which are eligible to impose the Municipal Resort Tax.

6)  The tourist development tax levies in Bay, Nassau, and Walton counties are less than countywide. In Okaloosa County, the rate is 6% within the Tourist Development Tax district, but 5% within the Expansion district.

7)  In Santa Rosa County, the countywide tourist development tax rate is 2%.  The rate in the special taxing district of Navarre Beach is 3%; however, the funds generated from this levy go to Escambia County pursuant to an agreement adopted when this area was 
transferred to Santa Rosa County by Escambia County.

8)  Pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(m), F.S., a county is considered to be a high tourism impact county after the Department of Revenue has certified to such county that the sales subject to the tax levied pursuant to this section exceeded $600 million during the 
previous calendar year or were at least 18% of the county's total taxable sales under Ch. 212, F.S., where the sales subject to the tax levied pursuant to this section were a minimum of $200 million.  No county authorized to levy a Convention Development Tax 
shall be considered a high tourism impact county.  Once a county qualifies as a high tourism impact county, it shall retain this designation for the period of the tax levy.

1)  County names followed by an asterick indicate those counties that self-administer these taxes, and boxed areas indicate those counties eligible to impose a particular tax.
Notes:
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Estimated Tax Maximum Countywide Countywide Maximum Countywide Countywide
Revenues @ Potential Current Realized Unutilized Unrealized Potential Current Realized Unutilized Unrealized

County 1% Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Revenues
Alachua 1,766,848$        5 5 8,834,239$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Baker 84,203$             5 3 252,608$             2 168,406$           -$                       -$                       
Bay 10,189,636$      6 5 50,948,180$        1 10,189,636$      -$                       -$                       
Bradford 51,291$             5 4 205,163$             1 51,291$             -$                       -$                       
Brevard 5,034,048$        5 5 25,170,241$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Broward 23,600,512$      6 6 141,603,073$      0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Calhoun 2,497$               4 0 -$                         4 9,989$               -$                       -$                       
Charlotte 1,763,479$        5 5 8,817,396$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Citrus 681,005$           5 5 3,405,023$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Clay 347,196$           5 5 1,735,979$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Collier 11,052,196$      6 5 55,260,978$        1 11,052,196$      -$                       -$                       
Columbia 426,329$           5 5 2,131,644$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
DeSoto 44,065$             5 3 132,194$             2 88,130$             -$                       -$                       
Dixie 49,947$             5 3 149,840$             2 99,893$             -$                       -$                       
Duval 5,957,763$        4 4 23,831,052$        0 -$                       2 2 11,915,526$      0 -$                       
Escambia 5,081,636$        5 5 25,408,182$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Flagler 1,075,800$        5 5 5,379,002$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Franklin 1,257,342$        5 3 3,772,027$          2 2,514,685$        -$                       -$                       
Gadsden 99,607$             5 2 199,213$             3 298,820$           -$                       -$                       
Gilchrist 56,738$             5 3 170,214$             2 113,476$           -$                       -$                       
Glades 14,625$             5 2 29,249$               3 43,874$             -$                       -$                       
Gulf 1,158,641$        5 5 5,793,205$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Hamilton 20,867$             5 3 62,601$               2 41,734$             -$                       -$                       
Hardee 40,271$             5 2 80,543$               3 120,814$           -$                       -$                       
Hendry 173,562$           5 3 520,685$             2 347,123$           -$                       -$                       
Hernando 528,420$           5 5 2,642,098$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Highlands 420,545$           5 5 2,102,726$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Hillsborough 11,058,814$      6 6 66,352,884$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Holmes 53,015$             5 3 159,045$             2 106,030$           -$                       -$                       
Indian River 1,269,689$        5 4 5,078,754$          1 1,269,689$        -$                       -$                       
Jackson 159,889$           5 5 799,446$             0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Jefferson 33,830$             5 3 101,490$             2 67,660$             -$                       -$                       
Lafayette 27,274$             4 0 -$                         4 109,095$           -$                       -$                       
Lake 1,243,699$        5 4 4,974,794$          1 1,243,699$        -$                       -$                       
Lee 13,531,921$      6 5 67,659,604$        1 13,531,921$      -$                       -$                       
Leon 1,737,536$        5 5 8,687,681$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Levy 212,897$           5 4 851,588$             1 212,897$           -$                       -$                       
Liberty 2,620$               4 0 -$                         4 10,480$             -$                       -$                       
Madison 58,369$             5 5 291,845$             0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Manatee 7,010,021$        5 5 35,050,105$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Marion 1,471,012$        5 4 5,884,049$          1 1,471,012$        -$                       -$                       
Martin 1,250,852$        5 5 6,254,258$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Miami-Dade 51,365,449$      3 3 154,096,346$      0 -$                       3 3 154,096,346$    0 -$                       

Local Option Tourist Tax Levies in Florida's Counties
Estimation of Realized and Unrealized Tax Revenues

Tourist Development and Tourist Impact Tax Levies Convention Development Tax Levies
State Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024
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Estimated Tax Maximum Countywide Countywide Maximum Countywide Countywide
Revenues @ Potential Current Realized Unutilized Unrealized Potential Current Realized Unutilized Unrealized

County 1% Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Rate Tax Revenues Tax Rate Tax Revenues

Local Option Tourist Tax Levies in Florida's Counties
Estimation of Realized and Unrealized Tax Revenues

Tourist Development and Tourist Impact Tax Levies Convention Development Tax Levies
State Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024

Monroe 22,088,779$      7 5 110,443,894$      2 44,177,557$      -$                       -$                       
Nassau 2,065,486$        5 5 10,327,432$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Okaloosa 9,671,030$        6 6 58,026,181$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Okeechobee 176,137$           5 3 528,410$             2 352,273$           -$                       -$                       
Orange 62,314,896$      6 6 373,889,378$      0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Osceola 15,844,246$      6 6 95,065,477$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Palm Beach 14,950,925$      6 6 89,705,548$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Pasco 1,375,996$        5 5 6,879,979$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Pinellas 17,706,138$      6 6 106,236,827$      0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Polk 4,969,151$        6 5 24,845,755$        1 4,969,151$        -$                       -$                       
Putnam 235,157$           5 4 940,629$             1 235,157$           -$                       -$                       
St. Johns 5,815,542$        5 5 29,077,710$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
St. Lucie 1,714,757$        5 5 8,573,783$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Santa Rosa 1,689,863$        5 5 8,449,317$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Sarasota 8,787,234$        6 6 52,723,405$        0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Seminole 1,400,017$        5 5 7,000,087$          0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Sumter 736,229$           4 0 -$                         4 2,944,914$        -$                       -$                       
Suwannee 145,049$           5 3 435,147$             2 290,098$           -$                       -$                       
Taylor 151,196$           5 5 755,981$             0 -$                       -$                       -$                       
Union 2,257$               4 0 -$                         4 9,027$               -$                       -$                       
Volusia 6,220,068$        3 3 18,660,203$        0 -$                       3 3 18,660,203$      0 -$                       
Wakulla 88,435$             5 4 353,741$             1 88,435$             -$                       -$                       
Walton 15,451,917$      6 5 77,259,585$        1 15,451,917$      -$                       -$                       
Washington 48,573$             5 3 145,720$             2 97,147$             -$                       -$                       
Statewide 355,115,032$    1,805,203,437$   111,778,225$    184,672,075$    -$                       

1)  The shaded cells indicate those counties that are not eligible to levy convention development taxes.
2)  A county's unrealized tax rate is determined by subtracting its tax rate, as of August 1, 2023, from its maximum potential tax rate.
3)  The countywide realized and unrealized tax revenues reflect estimates for the entire state fiscal year (i.e., July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024).

2)  Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Table: Estimates of Taxable Sales Reported by Transient Rental Facilities: SFY 2023-24.
1)  Office of Economic and Demographic Research, Table: 2024 Local Option Tourist / Food and Beverage / Tax Rates in Florida's Counties.

Notes:

Data Sources:
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1 or 2 Percent Tax 
Section 125.0104(3)(c), Florida Statutes 

 
Summary: 
This tourist development tax may be levied by the county’s governing body at a rate of 1 or 2 percent on the 
total consideration charged for transient rental transactions. The tax is levied pursuant to an ordinance 
containing the enacted county tourist development plan. The ordinance must be approved in a countywide 
referendum election or by a majority of voters in the subcounty special tax district affected by the tax.1 
Generally, the tax proceeds are used for capital construction of tourist-related facilities, tourist promotion, and 
beach and shoreline maintenance. During the 2023-24 state fiscal year, 62 of the eligible 67 counties currently 
levying this tax will realize an estimated $709 million in revenue. The five counties not currently levying this 
tax at the maximum rate will allow an estimated $1.5 million to go unrealized. 
 
Counties Eligible to Levy: 
All counties are eligible to levy the tax. 
 
Authorized Uses of Proceeds: 
The county must use the tax proceeds for the following purposes, and any use of the tax proceeds not expressly 
authorized is prohibited.2 
 

1. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or 
more: 

a. publicly owned and operated convention centers, sports stadiums, sports arenas, coliseums, or 
auditoriums within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which 
the tax is levied. 

b. auditoriums that are publicly owned and open to the public but operated by organizations that 
is exempt from federal taxation under 26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and within the boundaries of the 
county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

c. aquariums or museums that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by non-
for-profit organizations and open to the public, within the boundaries of the county or 
subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

2. To promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-
profit organizations and open to the public. 

3. To promote and advertise tourism in Florida, nationally, and internationally. However, if the tax 
revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event 
must have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the 
activity, service, venue, or event to tourists. 

4. To fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist information centers, and news bureaus as county 
agencies or by contract with the chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county. This may 
include any indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of the 
promotion agency. 

5. To finance beach park facilities or beach, channel, estuary, or lagoon improvement, maintenance, 
renourishment, restoration, and erosion control, including construction of beach groins and shoreline 

                                                           
1.  Section 125.0104(6), F.S. 
2.  Section 125.0104(5), F.S. 
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protection, enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers to which there is public 
access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, channel, estuary, 
lagoon, or inland lake or river. However, any funds identified by a county as the local matching source 
for beach renourishment, restoration, or erosion control projects included in the long-range budget 
plan of the state’s Beach Management Plan, pursuant to s. 161.091, F.S., or funds contractually 
obligated by a county in the financial plan for a federally authorized shore protection project may not 
be used or loaned for any other purpose. In counties of fewer than 100,000 population, up to 10 
percent of tourist development tax revenues may be used for beach park facilities. 

6. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or finance public 
facilities within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is 
levied, if the public facilities are needed to increase tourist-related business activities in the county or 
subcounty special district and are recommended by the county tourist development council created 
pursuant to s. 125.0104(4)(e), F.S. Tax revenues may be used for any related land acquisition, land 
improvement, design and engineering costs, and all other professional and related costs required to 
bring the public facilities into service. As used in this subparagraph, the term "public facilities" means 
major capital improvements that have a life expectancy of 5 or more years, including, but not limited 
to, transportation, sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage, potable water, and pedestrian facilities. Tax 
revenues may be used for these purposes only if all of the following conditions are satisfied. 

a. In the county fiscal year immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the tax revenues were 
initially used for such purposes, at least $10 million in tourist development tax revenue was 
received. 

b. The county governing board approves the use for the proposed public facilities by a vote of at 
least two-thirds of its membership. 

c. No more than 70 percent of the cost of the proposed public facilities will be paid for with 
tourist development tax revenues, and sources of funding for the remaining cost are identified 
and confirmed by the county governing board. 

d. At least 40 percent of all tourist development tax revenues collected in the county are spent to 
promote and advertise tourism. 

e. An independent professional analysis, performed at the expense of the county tourist 
development council, demonstrates the positive impact of the infrastructure project on tourist-
related businesses in the county. 

 
Authorized purposes 1-2 may be implemented through service contracts and leases with lessees that have 
sufficient expertise or financial capability to operate such facilities. 
 
A county having a total population less than 950,000 may also use the proceeds to acquire, construct, extend, 
enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers, or 
nature centers that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and 
open to the public. All population figures relating to this authority are based on the most recent official 
population estimates, pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., and these population estimates are those in effect on July 1st 
of each year. 
 
A county located adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic Ocean, except a county that receives revenue 
from taxes levied pursuant to s. 125.0108, F.S., which meets the following criteria may use up to 10 percent of 
the tax revenue received pursuant to this section to reimburse expenses incurred in providing public safety 
services, including emergency medical services as defined in s. 401.107(3), F.S., and law enforcement services, 
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which are needed to address impacts related to increased tourism and visitors to an area. However, if taxes 
collected pursuant to this section are used to reimburse emergency medical services or public safety services 
for tourism or special events, the governing board of a county or municipality may not use such taxes to 
supplant the normal operating expenses of an emergency medical services department, a fire department, a 
sheriff’s office, or a police department. To receive reimbursement, the county must: 
 

1. a) Generate a minimum of $10 million in annual proceeds from any tax, or any combination of taxes, 
authorized to be levied pursuant to this section; b) have at least three municipalities; and c) have an 
estimated population of less than 275,000, according to the most recent population estimate prepared 
pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., excluding the inmate population. 

2. Be a fiscally constrained county as described in s. 218.67(1), F.S. 
 
Finally, the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate revenue bonds issued by the county for the 
purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)1., 2., and 5., F.S., or to refund bonds previously issued for such 
purposes or both. However, no more than 50 percent of the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate 
revenue bonds or revenue refunding bonds previously issued for the purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)5., 
F.S. Such revenue bonds and revenue refunding bonds may be authorized and issued in such principal 
amounts, with such interest rates and maturity dates, and subject to such other terms, conditions, and covenants 
as the county’s governing board provides. 
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Additional 1 Percent Tax 
Section 125.0104(3)(d), Florida Statutes 

 
Summary: 
In addition to the 1 or 2 percent tax authorized in s. 125.0104(3)(c), F.S., the county’s governing body may 
levy an additional 1 percent tax on the total consideration charged for transient rental transactions. The tax is 
levied pursuant to an ordinance adopted by an extraordinary vote of the governing body for the purposes set 
forth in s. 125.0104(5), F.S., or referendum approval by the registered voters within the county or subcounty 
special district. 
 
The provisions in s. 125.0104(4)(a)-(d), F.S., regarding the preparation of the county tourist development plan 
are not be applicable to this tax. No county can levy this additional tax unless the county has imposed the 1 or 
2 percent tax for a minimum of three years prior to the effective date of the levy and imposition of this 
additional tax. If the 1 or 2 percent tax is levied within a subcounty special district, then this additional tax can 
only be levied within the district. Generally, the tax proceeds are used for capital construction of tourist-related 
facilities, tourist promotion, and beach and shoreline maintenance. During the 2023-24 state fiscal year, 56 of 
the eligible 59 counties currently levying this tax will realize an estimated $291 million in revenue. The three 
counties not currently levying this tax will allow $154,503 to go unrealized. 
 
Counties Eligible to Levy: 
To be eligible to levy, a county must have levied the 1 or 2 percent tax pursuant to s. 125.0104(3)(c), F.S., for a 
minimum of three years prior to the effective date of the levy and imposition of this additional 1 percent tax. 
 
Authorized Uses of Proceeds: 
The county must use the tax proceeds for the following purposes, and any use of the tax proceeds not expressly 
authorized is prohibited.1 
 

1. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or 
more: 

a. publicly owned and operated convention centers, sports stadiums, sports arenas, coliseums, or 
auditoriums within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which 
the tax is levied. 

b. auditoriums that are publicly owned and open to the public but operated by organizations that 
is exempt from federal taxation under 26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and within the boundaries of the 
county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

c. aquariums or museums that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by non-
for-profit organizations and open to the public, within the boundaries of the county or 
subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

2. To promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-
profit organizations and open to the public. 

3. To promote and advertise tourism in Florida, nationally, and internationally. However, if the tax 
revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event 
must have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the 
activity, service, venue, or event to tourists. 

                                                           
1.  Section 125.0104(5), F.S. 
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4. To fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist information centers, and news bureaus as county 
agencies or by contract with the chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county. This may 
include any indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of the 
promotion agency. 

5. To finance beach park facilities or beach, channel, estuary, or lagoon improvement, maintenance, 
renourishment, restoration, and erosion control, including construction of beach groins and shoreline 
protection, enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers to which there is public 
access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, channel, estuary, 
lagoon, or inland lake or river. However, any funds identified by a county as the local matching source 
for beach renourishment, restoration, or erosion control projects included in the long-range budget 
plan of the state’s Beach Management Plan, pursuant to s. 161.091, F.S., or funds contractually 
obligated by a county in the financial plan for a federally authorized shore protection project may not 
be used or loaned for any other purpose. In counties of fewer than 100,000 population, up to 10 
percent of tourist development tax revenues may be used for beach park facilities. 

6. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or finance public 
facilities within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is 
levied, if the public facilities are needed to increase tourist-related business activities in the county or 
subcounty special district and are recommended by the county tourist development council created 
pursuant to s. 125.0104(4)(e), F.S. Tax revenues may be used for any related land acquisition, land 
improvement, design and engineering costs, and all other professional and related costs required to 
bring the public facilities into service. As used in this subparagraph, the term "public facilities" means 
major capital improvements that have a life expectancy of 5 or more years, including, but not limited 
to, transportation, sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage, potable water, and pedestrian facilities. Tax 
revenues may be used for these purposes only if all of the following conditions are satisfied. 

a. In the county fiscal year immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the tax revenues were 
initially used for such purposes, at least $10 million in tourist development tax revenue was 
received. 

b. The county governing board approves the use for the proposed public facilities by a vote of at 
least two-thirds of its membership. 

c. No more than 70 percent of the cost of the proposed public facilities will be paid for with 
tourist development tax revenues, and sources of funding for the remaining cost are identified 
and confirmed by the county governing board. 

d. At least 40 percent of all tourist development tax revenues collected in the county are spent to 
promote and advertise tourism. 

e. An independent professional analysis, performed at the expense of the county tourist 
development council, demonstrates the positive impact of the infrastructure project on tourist-
related businesses in the county. 

 
Authorized purposes #1-2 may be implemented through service contracts and leases with lessees that have 
sufficient expertise or financial capability to operate such facilities. Revenues raised from this tax cannot be 
used for debt service on or refinancing of existing facilities as specified in authorized purpose #1 above unless 
approved by a resolution adopted by an extraordinary majority of the total membership of the county’s 
governing board.2 

                                                           
2.  Section 125.0104(3)(d), F.S. 



 Office of Economic and Demographic Research  
 

  
2023 Local Government Financial Information Handbook 265 

A county having a total population less than 950,000 may also use the proceeds to acquire, construct, extend, 
enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers, or 
nature centers that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and 
open to the public. All population figures relating to this authority are based on the most recent official 
population estimates, pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., and these population estimates are those in effect on July 1st 
of each year. 
 
A county located adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic Ocean, except a county that receives revenue 
from taxes levied pursuant to s. 125.0108, F.S., which meets the following criteria may use up to 10 percent of 
the tax revenue received pursuant to this section to reimburse expenses incurred in providing public safety 
services, including emergency medical services as defined in s. 401.107(3), F.S., and law enforcement services, 
which are needed to address impacts related to increased tourism and visitors to an area. However, if taxes 
collected pursuant to this section are used to reimburse emergency medical services or public safety services 
for tourism or special events, the governing board of a county or municipality may not use such taxes to 
supplant the normal operating expenses of an emergency medical services department, a fire department, a 
sheriff’s office, or a police department. To receive reimbursement, the county must: 
 

1. a) Generate a minimum of $10 million in annual proceeds from any tax, or any combination of taxes, 
authorized to be levied pursuant to this section; b) have at least three municipalities; and c) have an 
estimated population of less than 275,000, according to the most recent population estimate prepared 
pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., excluding the inmate population. 

2. Be a fiscally constrained county as described in s. 218.67(1), F.S. 
 
Finally, the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate revenue bonds issued by the county for the 
purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)1., 2., and 5., F.S., or to refund bonds previously issued for such 
purposes or both. However, no more than 50 percent of the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate 
revenue bonds or revenue refunding bonds previously issued for the purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)5., 
F.S. Such revenue bonds and revenue refunding bonds may be authorized and issued in such principal 
amounts, with such interest rates and maturity dates, and subject to such other terms, conditions, and covenants 
as the county’s governing board provides. 
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Professional Sports Franchise Facility Tax 
Section 125.0104(3)(l), Florida Statutes 

 
Summary: 
In addition to any other tourist development tax imposed, a county may levy up to an additional 1 percent tax 
on the total consideration charged for transient rental transactions. The tax is levied pursuant to an ordinance 
adopted by a majority vote of the county’s governing body. The tax proceeds are used to pay the debt service 
on bonds issued to finance professional sports franchise facilities, retained spring training franchise facilities, 
and convention centers. In addition, these proceeds can be used to promote tourism in the State of Florida, 
nationally and internationally. 
 
The provisions in s. 125.0104(4)(a)-(d), F.S., regarding the preparation of the county tourist development plan, 
are not be applicable to this tax. In addition, the provision in s. 125.0104(3)(b), F.S., that prohibits any county 
authorized to levy a convention development tax from levying more than the 2 percent tourist development tax 
is not applicable to this tax. During the 2023-24 state fiscal year, 46 of the eligible 67 counties currently 
levying this tax will realize an estimated $330 million in revenue. The 22 counties not currently levying this tax 
at the maximum rate will allow an estimated $25 million to go unrealized. 
 
Counties Eligible to Levy: 
All counties are eligible to levy this tax. 
 
Authorized Uses of Proceeds: 
The county must use the tax proceeds for the following purposes, and any use of the tax proceeds not expressly 
authorized in s. 125.0104(3)(l), F.S., is prohibited.1 
 

1. To pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 
professional sports franchise facility, or the acquisition, construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 
retained spring training franchise facility, either publicly owned and operated, or publicly owned and 
operated by the owner of a professional sports franchise or other lessee with sufficient expertise or 
financial capability to operate such facility. The proceeds may be used to pay the planning and design 
costs incurred prior to the issuance of such bonds. 

2. To pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a 
convention center. The proceeds may be used to pay the planning and design costs incurred prior to 
the issuance of such bonds. 

3. To pay the operation and maintenance costs of a convention center for a period of up to 10 years. Only 
counties that have elected to levy the tax for the purposes authorized in #2 above, may use the tax 
proceeds for the purposes described here. Any county that elects to levy the tax for the purposes 
authorized in #2 above after July 1, 2000, may use the tax proceeds to pay the operation and 
maintenance costs of a convention center for the life of the bonds. 

4. To promote and advertise tourism in Florida, nationally and internationally. However, if the tax 
revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event 
must have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the 
activity, service, venue, or event to tourists. 

                                                           
1.  Section 125.0104(5)(d), F.S. 
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High Tourism Impact Tax 
Section 125.0104(3)(m), Florida Statutes 

 
Summary: 
In addition to any other tourist development tax imposed, a high tourism impact county may levy an additional 
1 percent tax on the total consideration charged for transient rental transactions. The tax is levied pursuant to 
an ordinance adopted by an extraordinary vote of the county’s governing body. The tax proceeds are used for 
one or more of the authorized uses pursuant to s. 125.0104(5), F.S. The provisions in s. 125.0104(4)(a)-(d), 
F.S., regarding the preparation of the county tourist development plan are not applicable to this tax. 
 
A county is considered to be a high tourism impact county after the Department of Revenue has certified to the 
county that its sales subject to the tax exceeded $600 million during the previous calendar year or were at least 
18 percent of the county’s total taxable sales under ch. 212, F.S., where the sales subject to the tax were a 
minimum of $200 million. No county authorized to levy a convention development tax (i.e., Duval, Miami-
Dade, and Volusia) is considered a high tourism impact county. Once a county receives this high tourism 
impact designation, it retains it for the period of the tax levy. 
 
Ten counties currently levy this tax, and these counties will realize an estimated $201 million in revenue during 
the 2023-24 state fiscal year. There are four counties potentially eligible to levy the tax, which currently do not, 
allowing an estimated $40 million to go unrealized. 
 
Counties Eligible to Levy: 
Broward, Hillsborough, Monroe, Okaloosa, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Sarasota and Walton 
counties levy this tax, and each county retains this designation until its tax levy ends. According to the 
Department, Bay, Collier, Lee, and Polk are potentially eligible to levy the tax. 
 
Authorized Uses of Proceeds: 
The county must use the tax proceeds for the following purposes, and any use of the tax proceeds not expressly 
authorized is prohibited.1 
 

1. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or 
more: 

a. publicly owned and operated convention centers, sports stadiums, sports arenas, coliseums, or 
auditoriums within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which 
the tax is levied. 

b. auditoriums that are publicly owned and open to the public but operated by organizations that 
is exempt from federal taxation under 26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and within the boundaries of the 
county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

c. aquariums or museums that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by non-
for-profit organizations and open to the public, within the boundaries of the county or 
subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is levied. 

2. To promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-
profit organizations and open to the public. 

                                                           
1.  Section 125.0104(5), F.S. 
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3. To promote and advertise tourism in Florida, nationally, and internationally. However, if the tax 
revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event 
must have as one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of the 
activity, service, venue, or event to tourists. 

4. To fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist information centers, and news bureaus as county 
agencies or by contract with the chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county. This may 
include any indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of the 
promotion agency. 

5. To finance beach park facilities or beach, channel, estuary, or lagoon improvement, maintenance, 
renourishment, restoration, and erosion control, including construction of beach groins and shoreline 
protection, enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers to which there is public 
access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, channel, estuary, 
lagoon, or inland lake or river. However, any funds identified by a county as the local matching source 
for beach renourishment, restoration, or erosion control projects included in the long-range budget 
plan of the state’s Beach Management Plan, pursuant to s. 161.091, F.S., or funds contractually 
obligated by a county in the financial plan for a federally authorized shore protection project may not 
be used or loaned for any other purpose. In counties of fewer than 100,000 population, up to 10 
percent of tourist development tax revenues may be used for beach park facilities. 

6. To acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or finance public 
facilities within the boundaries of the county or subcounty special taxing district in which the tax is 
levied, if the public facilities are needed to increase tourist-related business activities in the county or 
subcounty special district and are recommended by the county tourist development council created 
pursuant to s. 125.0104(4)(e), F.S. Tax revenues may be used for any related land acquisition, land 
improvement, design and engineering costs, and all other professional and related costs required to 
bring the public facilities into service. As used in this subparagraph, the term "public facilities" means 
major capital improvements that have a life expectancy of 5 or more years, including, but not limited 
to, transportation, sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage, potable water, and pedestrian facilities. Tax 
revenues may be used for these purposes only if all of the following conditions are satisfied. 

a. In the county fiscal year immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the tax revenues were 
initially used for such purposes, at least $10 million in tourist development tax revenue was 
received. 

b. The county governing board approves the use for the proposed public facilities by a vote of at 
least two-thirds of its membership. 

c. No more than 70 percent of the cost of the proposed public facilities will be paid for with 
tourist development tax revenues, and sources of funding for the remaining cost are identified 
and confirmed by the county governing board. 

d. At least 40 percent of all tourist development tax revenues collected in the county are spent to 
promote and advertise tourism. 

e. An independent professional analysis, performed at the expense of the county tourist 
development council, demonstrates the positive impact of the infrastructure project on tourist-
related businesses in the county. 

 
Authorized purposes 1-2 may be implemented through service contracts and leases with lessees that have 
sufficient expertise or financial capability to operate such facilities. 
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A county having a total population less than 950,000 may also use the proceeds to acquire, construct, extend, 
enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers, or 
nature centers that are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and 
open to the public. All population figures relating to this authority are based on the most recent official 
population estimates, pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., and these population estimates are those in effect on July 1st 
of each year. 
 
A county located adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic Ocean, except a county that receives revenue 
from taxes levied pursuant to s. 125.0108, F.S., which meets the following criteria may use up to 10 percent of 
the tax revenue received pursuant to this section to reimburse expenses incurred in providing public safety 
services, including emergency medical services as defined in s. 401.107(3), F.S., and law enforcement services, 
which are needed to address impacts related to increased tourism and visitors to an area. However, if taxes 
collected pursuant to this section are used to reimburse emergency medical services or public safety services 
for tourism or special events, the governing board of a county or municipality may not use such taxes to 
supplant the normal operating expenses of an emergency medical services department, a fire department, a 
sheriff’s office, or a police department. To receive reimbursement, the county must: 
 

1. a) Generate a minimum of $10 million in annual proceeds from any tax, or any combination of taxes, 
authorized to be levied pursuant to this section; b) have at least three municipalities; and c) have an 
estimated population of less than 275,000, according to the most recent population estimate prepared 
pursuant to s. 186.901, F.S., excluding the inmate population. 

2. Be a fiscally constrained county as described in s. 218.67(1), F.S. 
 
Finally, the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate revenue bonds issued by the county for the 
purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)1., 2., and 5., F.S., or to refund bonds previously issued for such 
purposes or both. However, no more than 50 percent of the proceeds may be pledged to secure and liquidate 
revenue bonds or revenue refunding bonds previously issued for the purposes set forth in s. 125.0104(5)(a)5., 
F.S. Such revenue bonds and revenue refunding bonds may be authorized and issued in such principal 
amounts, with such interest rates and maturity dates, and subject to such other terms, conditions, and covenants 
as the county’s governing board provides. 
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